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18 July 2005

Joya Banerjee

Co-Founder

Global Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS 

Dear Joya  Banerjee,

REF: DRAFT PROPOSAL FOR YOUTH PARTICIPATION AT THE XVI INTERNATIONAL AIDS CONEFERENCE 

Thank you for your letter dated 4 April 2005 containing your proposals on how you could partner with the IAS and other stakeholders to ensure that participation by youth in the XVI International AIDS Conference is active, effective and meaningful.

We apologize for not being able to give you a detailed response earlier.  The Conference Organising Committee (COC), which is responsible for overall policy issues in relation to the Conference, did not meet until 20 June 2005.  Prior to that, your proposal was reviewed by the three Programme Committees, Science, Community and Leadership, who reported back to the COC.

The Committee is grateful to you for your initiative and your ideas. Members affirmed their total support for the values and principles contained in your letter and identified themselves with the points raised and the proposals put forward.  In particular, they noted the positive and encouraging experiences and outcomes of the Youth Activities at the XV International AIDS Conference.

The Conference Organising Committee has directed us, as the Co-Chairs, to write to you and confirm that your concerns and proposals have been and will be addressed at all levels and phases in the planning and implementation of AIDS 2006.  

Thanks to groups such as yours and other progressive forces, much headway has already been made in enhancing inclusion and reflecting diversity in the lead-up to 2006.  The number of young people in the governance and programme building structures of the Conference has increased considerably since the last Conference. Indeed where the initial composition of committees did not adequately include youth, specific additional nominations have been made to correct the inequity. The names of the members of the various committees are available on the Conference website (www.aids2006.org).

The overall theme of the 2006 Conference will focus on commitment, action and accountability.  This theme speaks to the need for all constituencies to be accountable for the commitments that have been made in recent years to respond effectively to HIV/AIDS. It has also been decided that the Conference will focus on four current key challenges in the global response to HIV/AIDS. These key challenges will be addressed throughout the Conference across a number of sessions and activities, encouraging and enabling delegates to identify barriers and solutions, and develop a shared agenda for action. Two of these four challenges will be particularly well-suited to address youth issues.  One is intensifying the involvement of affected communities and the other is building new leadership to advance the response.

Access is a significant factor for participation. The Organising Committee has lowered the registration fees for young people and students.  At the same time, two levels of fees have been introduced so that young people and students from developing regions benefit from a further reduction.  Young people and students will pay the same fee regardless of when they register.  The Organisers have put more money into the international scholarship programme for the XVI International AIDS Conference.  The programme will be 20% bigger than Bangkok.   This aims at expanding the opportunities available to youth to access the Conference.

We know that you are aware that the Toronto Local Host has begun consultations on youth participation, and will be setting up a Youth Advisory Committee and recruiting a staff person to work on Youth Activities.  We appreciate the Coalition’s help in bringing international youth into this initial consultation and for your participation.  All this is aimed at involving youth more effectively and meaningfully.  These initiatives are an important and integral part of the Conference and we invite you to continue to fully explore and engage with them. 

To succeed, the International AIDS Conference must bring together and meaningfully engage all those that are involved in the response.  It must draw upon their knowledge, skills, disappointments, achievements and passions and build formidable partnerships.  This effort demands working better and more closely with those that continue to play or ought to play a major role in the Conference.  It also demands increased participation from those constituencies that have been under-represented in the past.  Specifically, it means that more careful thought has to be put into the planning and running of the Conference as regards the engagement of women, youth, boys and girls, marginalized populations such as aboriginal and indigenous peoples, men who have sex with men, injecting drug users, and commercial sex workers, as well as faith-based groups and communities from HIV endemic countries living in high-income countries. We are heartened that a number of those communities are mobilizing to develop abstracts and session proposals for the Toronto IAC.

The COC emphasised its complete commitment to transparent and equitable planning and implementation of AIDS 2006.  It reiterated its desire to seek out and encourage input into the Conference planning from the widest range of relevant and diverse voices in the response to HIV/AIDS.  It went on to recognise the diverse and complex dynamics of the epidemic and the corresponding intricacy and diversity that is required in response. This basic approach is best illustrated by the COC decision to implement the changes to the Conference programme and vision.  

One of the key themes emerging from the Future Directions Project is to more explicitly acknowledge the International AIDS Conferences as opportunities to measure progress and set goals for research and public policy. To that end, the IAC presents an ideal opportunity to identify gaps in current research and to pressure those who fund, conduct, participate in and disseminate research to address those gaps.

We are also hopeful that expanding the variety of session formats, encouraging greater dialogue and debate, and expanding the roles of session moderators will all serve to bring greater attention to challenging issues which may have been previously under-addressed.

The Conference website is currently being expanded.  Information regarding the planning processes and the decisions of the various committees regarding the programme content will be posted on an ongoing basis.  We encourage you to visit the website regularly for updates.  Furthermore, specific session ideas for the programme can be submitted to the email address programme@aids2006.org.  All ideas will be referred by the Secretariat to the relevant programme committee to support the development of the most comprehensive and relevant Conference programme possible.  Information regarding additional opportunities outside the official programme, such as satellite and other independent meetings, will also shortly be made available on the website to help you plan your involvement.  We also encourage you to take part in the ongoing IAS Future Directions Project by engaging in the discussion forums at www.iasociety.org/futuredirections/ .  

We thank you for the time and effort that you and all of the members of your Coalition have already contributed towards the Conference and we hope that you will continue to provide input through the various committees and activities to help shape a Conference programme that meaningfully addresses the critical issues facing young men and women throughout the world with regards to HIV/AIDS.

Yours sincerely,
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Helene Gayle





Mark Wainberg
Conference Co-Chair, AIDS 2006


Conference Co-Chair, AIDS 2006

IAS President





Director, McGill AIDS Centre
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